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contracts for the services of the writer, who does not thereby
become his servant or employee. The distinction is that
between the servant and the independent contractor, which
is well recognized by the law in other branches of human
activity. Note, however, that where the work is an article
or other contribution to a newspaper or periodical, there is
deemed to be reserved to the author, in the absence of any
agreement to the contrary, a right to restrain the publica-
tion of the work otherwise than as part of a newspaper or
periodical; but this does not allow the author without the
permission of the owner of the copyright to publish the
articles separately on his own account.
Copyright may be assigned, but the assignment must be
in writing and signed by the owner or his authorized agent.
The assignment may be of all the rights comprised in the
\vord " copyright" or of any part of those rights; it may be
for the whole term of the copyright or for part only of the
term. The right of assignment is, however, subject to this
limitation, that no assignment by the first owner of the
copyright, otherwise than by will, can give the assignee any
rights extending beyond a period of 25 years from the death
of the author; after 25 years the copyright revests in the
personal representatives of the author for the remainder of the
whole copyright period of. 50 years. The copyright in a
work not yet written can be made the subject of what the
lawJknows as an equitable assignment. On the death of the
owner of the copyright, unless it has been previously assigned,
the copyright passes to his legal personal representative like
any other kind of property. The distinction between a
licence to publish and an assignment of the copyright must be
noticed. An assignment passes all the rights specified in the
assignment which the owner possessed at the date of the
assignment, but a licence only entitles the licencee to do that
which the licence states* An assignee, since he is the owner
of the copyright, can take proceedings in his own name for
any infringement, but a licencee cannot do sot without the
concurrence of the persoii who gave him the licence. The
distinction becomes of importance in the case of agreements
witt publishers, for an assignment to a publisher entitles the
pufcHsljer to deal iritk a copyright as.tfaoti^i it w^re iris own.